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President’s Report

do hope you were able to attend some of the talks held in the Library which

were in connection with the mural placed outside the Mornington Shire Offices
HERstory Women of the Mornington Peninsula. And if you have not seen the
mural, can [ recommend you do. You have until the 8th June to see the very varied
stories of some of the wonderful women who have had a role in developing our
community on the Mornington Peninsula.

We had put together stories on a number of other women which were unable
to be used. We have covered them in our newsletter but in this edition, we give
you Elsie Dorrington - Mornington’s first shire councillor and tireless community
worker. There would be a hue and cry today if a woman was treated by her fellow
councillors as Elsie was. When it was her turn to act as Shire President, the men
said the job was not for a woman!!!

For the National Trust’s Heritage festival this year, we are joining our fellow
History Network groups to put on a display - like we did last year. This time is
at Mt. Martha House and you can bring something old you treasure to have it
assessed by experts - think Antiques Roadshow. If you haven’t been to Mt. Martha
House, it is an opportunity to see this lovely old lady and learn of the many and
various aspects of its existence. See the details elsewhere. If you can spare two
hours on 18th, please contact me on 0403 077 053 so you can be placed on the
roster.

Your membership subscriptions are also enclosed with this newsletter, and are
due by the 30th June 2025. We value your interest in the society and trust that
we continue to organise interesting activities we offer you as members. Can you
also spread the word of our service to the community and encourage friends
and acquaintances to join - the more the merrier of course. As I said in the last
newsletter, it is a good way to keep our minds active by learning new things and
then having the pleasure of knowing more about our history.

On the last page, which is our sponsors page, you will see that we have a new
sponsor - the Ranelagh Club. We welcome them and thank them for their support.
It is a great place for a function with uninterrupted views of our beautiful bay.
Again, can I ask that you make use of these businesses the next time you may
need their services and tell them that you are from the Historical Society which
they sponsor. This would give them feedback as to the value of their sponsorship.
Can I give a big thanks Colin Fisher who took on the task of visiting these
businesses and more to try to gain support for us.

Diane White
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Dates for Your Diary 2025

Website: www.morningtondistricthistory.org.au

Follow us on Facebook

a

Museum Phone (03) 5976 3203

|3

Visitors warmly welcomed. Why not bring along a friend and introduce them to
the Historical Society? The more the merrier. Come and join us.

Tuesday June 10th,
10.30am - $10
COFFEE MORNING
Our annual Treasures
morning.

Bring along something you

treasure to share its story
with us all.

Tuesday July 8th,
10.30am - $10

COFFEE MORNING

St. Mark’s Friendship Room

- Cnr. Barkly Street and
Waterloo Place

Speaker to be advised.

Tuesday August 12th,
10.30am - $10

COFFEE MORNING

St. Mark’s Friendship Room
- Cnr. Barkly Street and
Waterloo Place

Peter Greer will talk about
the Ranelagh Estate and
its history. This is its 100th
Anniversary this year.

Our Stories: Unearthed
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Elsie Dorrington 1903-1995)

Isie Dorrington’s granddaughters Petrina and Rhyll Dorrington are proud to pay
homage to our incredible trailblazing grandmother.

Elsie Dorrington was the Mornington Peninsula’s first woman councillor at 48.

Facing substantial sexism and resistance, Elsie first hit the local campaign trail in
1951 with handwritten how-to-vote cards for every home in her electorate.

She captured the imagination of voters, delivering each card herself, and went on to
win another two elections with a proud record of achievement before defeat in 1958.

As a councillor, Elsie was responsible for the shire’s first home-help scheme, championed
sporting facilities for women and pushed for the installation of street lights.

Her name is immortalised at Mornington’s Elsie Dorrington Reserve after she secured
netball facilities there. This honour occurred whilst she was alive; back then usually
people had to die before they had something named after them or, they were a man!

During her term in local government, Elsie also secured funds for what was one of
the country’s first roundabouts in 1956 at the intersection of Barkly Street, Wilsons
Road and the Esplanade, Mornington.

However, the matriarch of three children, 10 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren
gave much more to her community through her tireless voluntary roles. In the 1930s s
Elsie was a volunteer at the Lilydale Bush Nursing Hospital and during World War = __ 7 ' Who are these people, and why

II served as a volunteer at the Veterans' & E I Si e S Day,,mﬁés are they honoured in this way? Ry
Affairs Department. _

SPECIAL EDITION * SUNDAY 17 JANUARY 1993
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On Friday 7 December, 1951, a 49-year-old housewife named
Domlmo“ mEEQ ﬂ]ls Is your Ilfe Mrs. Elsie Dorrington became the Shire of Mornington's first

woman Councillor, when six hundred ratepayers decided to First man'

At a time when it was much more difficult
to do so, Elsie left her unhappy marriage
and went back to work managing the
Moorakyne Girls Hostel for eight years.

(m in M. Hast (nee Dorrington) t o= break with tradition of no women in the Shire Council. She won mnu""
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Elsie’s family was among the early Mornington settlers.

Cr. Dorrington's first job
was to urge the Council to

An unwilling retiree from Moorakyne, at 65
she took up a job as a cook at Mornington’s
Beleura Private Hospital where her
daughter-in-law Paula Dorrington worked

as a nurse.

years o
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ownreal live doll
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In 1960 Mrs Dorrington was
appointed as a Justice of
the Peace and sat on the bench at Momington’s Magistrate's
Court.
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Mental Hygiene as the Manager of Moorakyne Girls Hostel in
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PUBLISHED TO CELEBRATE THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF ELSIE MAY DORRINGTON
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From the Collection

In our library collection, we have a number of cookery books. Perhaps the most
intriguing is Mrs. Beeton’s Book Household Management. It was first published
in 1861 by her husband'’s printing business.Various editions have been published
since and our copy seems to have been one in the 1920s or earlier. This book was
produced for a very Victorian household and covered all manner of living from
Daily Duties of all of the household running the establishment, from benevolence
and charity to conversation, manners and how the servants should act. Chosen
here are a couple of recipes for Invalid Cookery which you may find interesting,.
Not the usual Beef Tea although that is in there too.

Calf’s Foot Blancmange

Ingredients: 1 calfs foot, a quart of milk, 1 egg, sugar, nutmeg and lemon.
Method: An already cooked calf’s foot, put it on the fire with the milk to cover
with a strip of lemon peel and a piece of nutmeg and sugar to taste. Cook slowly

for 3 - 4 hours then strain. While still hot stir in the egg and set into small moulds.
There is also baked or stewed calf’s foot or a broth recipe.

Eel Broth

Ingredients: 1/21b. eels, small bunch of sweet herbs including parsley, 1/2 onion,
10 peppercorns, 3 pints of water, 2 cloves, salt and pepper.

Method: After having cleaned and skinned the eel, cut into small pieces and put
into pan with other ingredients. Simmer until liquid reduced by half, carefully
removing the scum as it rises. Strain through a hair sieve, put in a cool place
and when needed take off the fat from the top, warm up as much as required
and serve with snippets of toasted bread. This is a very nutritious broth and
easily digested.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

A big welcome to Gail Castles.

We welcome Eve to the Mornington & District Historical Society and we
hope she has a long and rewarding association with us.
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FOR SALE - Please contact the Museum:

FIFTEEN YOUNG MEN
by Paul Kennedy - Published by
Penguin Random House $25

THE WOLFDENE STORY -

The Families and Functions of a
Mornington Historic House

by Joy Cullen $10

AJOURNEY ALONG BALCOMBE
CREEK by Winty Calder $30

READY AND WILLING,

WE STRIVE TO SAVE -

The story of the Mornington Fire
Brigade 1917-2017

by Colin Fisher $5

OUR BOYS AT THE FRONT -

from the pages of The Peninsula Post.
This award winning book including DVD
disc on World War 1 is now reduced to $25

THE NAMES ON THE MORNINGTON
HONOUR ROLL
Who were they? By Val Wilson $15

Special Offer - Both Boys at the Front
and Honour Roll $30 together

WORLD WAR 1 POEMS
Selected from The Peninsula Post $10

REV GEORGE COX - A MAN OF
MANY PARTS by joy Cullen
$10 per copy plus postage.

DIGITAL NEWSLETTER

We are wondering whether you have given any
thought to receiving the Newsletter in digital form
via email? The one advantage is that it will be in
glorious colour. If you would like to partake of
this, could you please email Dawn to let her know
dawnfisher@live.com.au

We offer our respect to the First Peoples. The members of the Boon Warrung/
Bunurong, past, present and future, the custodians of this land and waters.

Thank you to Chris Crewther MP for printing this newsletter.
Thanks to the Mornington Peninsula Shire for their support.

Mornington & District Historical Society Inc. AO0041916W
ABN 7515 1057 105 - PO Box 71 Mornington 3931
Museum: Corner Main Street and Esplanade
Open 12.30 - 3.00pm Sundays or by appointment
Donations to the Historical Society of $2 or more are tax deductible

Banking Details:

Bendigo Bank BSB — 633 000
Mornington & District Historical Society Inc.
Account Number: 162 405 427
Please say what the payment is for.
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Our Valued Sponsors

We welcome our sponsors to our Newsletter pages and ask that you support them
when you are thinking of purchasing/selling in their types of business.

TOBIN BROTHERS FUNERALS

O

24 HOUR SERVICE

( 1319 34

604 Esplanade, Mount Martha
39A Boneo Road, Rosebud

www.tobinbrothers.com.au

C&/&%flv{ w\?//,fw%/ SINCE 1934

g

For 40+ years, we have
expertly matched the perfect
car to all our customers.

<>

To us, each customer and
FrankSton their needs are unique, so our
Mornington team takes the time to listen
and tailor the experience
Westernport o you.

SERVING THE PENINSULA SINCE 1979

980 Nepean Highway Mornington VIC 3931

(03) 5970 8700 + www.morningtonford.com.au

WSO,
LAWSON
s \=\ BARBERg Experience the art of

h barbering at Lawson’s
Barber & Co in
Mornington. Get a
stylish haircut for men
and children.

43 Main St, Mornington

Walk-in Barbershop
www.lawsonandco.com.au

: www. ranelagh.com.au
JISTIWYSTREY  Phone: (03) 9787 0265

Kestoration

Design

Manutacture

Shop 12, 84 Main Street Mornington, Victoria 3931
Phone 03 5975 0467 Email rogerthomasjeweller@hotmail.com

Wi

WARLIMONT & NUTT EST. 1952

Shaping a vibrant community on the beautiful Mornington
Peninsula.We don’t just work in real estate, we're locals too.
And we love our seaside home.We’ve been helping people

find their dream home since 1952.

30 Lochiel Ave, Mount Martha « (03) 5974 1401

www.wnre.com.au

THE RANELAGH CLUB

A little slice of paradise located in the Ranelagh
Estate in Mt Eliza. The Club has tennis and
sailing activities, private access to Ranelagh
Beach and a fully licenced bar and bistro with
spectacular views across Port Phillip Bay, there’s
something for everyone to enjoy.




